Queen Elizabeth II Technicians Study Award 2024–2025
As a recipient of the Queen Elizabeth II Technicians Study Award, I had the privilege of attending the 9th ANZ Cyanobacteria Workshop, held in September 2025 at the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) in Hobart, Australia.
The workshop brought together over 100 participants representing universities, phycology laboratories, councils, and health departments. Presentations covered a wide range of topics including cyanobacteria research insights, water management, and regulatory frameworks. Engaging discussions explored the management of cyanobacterial blooms in waterways, the treatment of toxic algae in drinking and recreational water, taste and odour challenges, and various treatment and monitoring approaches.
A highlight of the event was the Cyanobacteria Identification Workshop, a hands-on practical session led by Dr. Glenn McGregor, Principal Scientist at the Queensland Department of Environment and Science. Dr. McGregor is a highly respected algal ecologist, with over 100 publications and more than 3,000 citations.
I found this workshop both informative and highly relevant to my role with Earth Sciences NZ Algal Services. It was encouraging to see that, regardless of experience, professionals across the field encounter similar challenges in algal identification. I left the session with a stronger sense of competence, confidence, and assurance that the work we provide to our clients is of a consistently high standard.
During the workshop, I had the opportunity to meet several leading algal phycologists, including Dr. Glenn McGregor and Dr. Larelle Fabbro (Central Queensland University). These interactions led to invitations for collaboration and knowledge-sharing between myself, ESNZ Algal Services, and other experts in the field.
Following the workshop, I travelled to Perth, where I spent a day in a small commercial phycology laboratory performing work like that of ESNZ Algal Services. The lab is NATA accredited (equivalent to IANZ in New Zealand) and provides both routine algal monitoring reports and targeted cyanobacterial identifications for bloom events or specific water quality issues.
Throughout the visit, we discussed laboratory methodologies, analytical processes, and shared the common challenges faced in algal identification. Our approaches were found to be remarkably aligned, and we agreed to establish inter-laboratory comparisons to strengthen quality assurance and technical proficiency across both labs — a valuable outcome for all involved.
I would like to acknowledge and express my sincere appreciation to ESNZ for their support, which enables us to attend training courses and conferences relevant to our work.
Most importantly I would like to acknowledge and thank QEII Technicians Awards providers for their generous funding and support of technicians wishing to develop their skills and improve the skill base throughout New Zealand.
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